Malaysia aims to be the global halal hub by 2020. Halal does not only cover products but also services. Tourism is part of services and becoming one of the major income for the country. In order to sustain the receipt of Muslim tourists, the government has announced Islamic tourism as one of tourism products in Malaysia. As such, there is no clear guideline on the concept of Islamic tourism to be offered to prospective tourists. This paper is an attempt to develop the concept of Islamic tourism and the practice as experienced by Malaysia will be indicators for future development of the concept of Islamic tourism. The data gathered and analyzed primarily based on qualitative method. Both observation and content analysis have been used to understand the acceptable practice of Islamic tourism. We propose that Islamic tourism is established upon economic, cultural, religious, social, spiritual and physical dimensions. It is also found that the government was very serious to develop Islamic tourism as one of tourism products and the establishment of Islamic Tourism Centre in 2008 was the proof. The initiative taken by the government was successful when a total of Arabs came to Malaysia in 2009 was 284,890 and increase year by year.
INTRODUCTION
Tourism has been a focus for economic development in most of developing countries in the world. This is due to the reason that movement is one of the natural tendencies of human. Human creates and develops ideas related to tourism and these include accommodation, attraction, transportation and travel agencies. A lot of theories and knowledge has been introduced by scholars in order to expand the understanding of tourism and this has been done through the introduction of cross-discipline such as psychological tourism, historical tourism, cultural tourism and religious tourism.
Malaysia is one of the OIC members who declares Islam as the official religion of the country. Islam is universal and when we talk about tourism it does not limit to places as such but include other motivations such as
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WHAT IS TOURISM?
Tourism is the processes, activities and outcomes arising from the relationships and the interactions among tourists, tourism suppliers, host governments, host communities and surrounding environments that are involved in the attracting and hosting of visitors (Goeldner and Ritchie, 2009 ). Tourism may be divided into three categories, i.e., inbound tourism, outbound tourism and domestic tourism (Rowe et al., 2002) . The word tourism originated from Latin; and "tornare" and "tornos" from Greek. It means around a central point. Thus, the combination of "tour" and "ism" would mean "the action of movement around a circle" (Kurtzman and Zauhar, 2005) . When person goes to travel, he or she will be called as tourist, traveler or visitor. There is no single definition given to tourism but a number of definitions has been proposed. Goeldner and Ritchie (2009) defined tourism based on group of people while Gartner looked at tourism from various disciplines of studies. All of the above views and ideas are supporting to each other in the understanding the term tourism. The United Nation World Tourism Organization (UNWTO), however has defined the word tourism as "the activities of persons traveling and staying in places outside their usual environment for not more than one consecutive year for leisure, business and other purposes" (Goeldner and Ritchie, 2009 ).
ISLAMIC TOURISM
The most common word used for the term tourism in the Arabic is "siyahah". However, there are other names that connote the same meaning and they are safarah, riyadah, hajj, "umrah, masyiah, rehlah, hijrah and ziyarah. In its literal meaning, tourism may be understood as continuously going to, walking, fasting and traveling for worshiping and religious purpose. It also means touring on the earth for worshiping fulfilling religious duties or moving to other country for leisure, exposure and observation.
Traveling may be considered as "ibadah or worship in Islam if it is done in accordance to the Islamic teachings.
As far as "ibadah is concerned, the travelers fulfill their obligations and follow the rules that have been made by lawgiver, i.e., Allah SWT unto the followers. "Ibadah may also be defined as an activity of worshiping to Allah SWT Hazarina et al. (2006) ; Henderson (2010) and Kadir (1989) . Nevertheless, the definition of Islamic Tourism itself is not standardized because the way the people perceive something is not similar. Kadir (1989) for example, defined tourism in Islam as a spiritually purposeful to make Muslims aware of the greatness of God, through observing the signs of history and natural and manmade wonders, all of which are gifts of God.
Although his definition is looked wide-ranging, the hidden meaning of Islamic tourism mostly covers Islamic teachings. Then, he highlighted 3 main components of Islamic teachings that associated with tourism and they include physical, social and spiritual. The ideal tourism concept in Islam should cover all this three components. It is proposed that if all components are fulfilled then the good effects of travelling will have an impact on all levels of the society, i.e., individual, family and community.
Islam is a comprehensive religion and it is a way of human life. Islam is a monotheism religion, which means that beliefs in the existence of the one God (Allah SWT). The approaches of worship to Allah SWT include physical, social and spiritual engagements. Usually, actions done by human are centred around these three approaches. Based upon the Qur"an, the Sunnah, ijma" of Muslim scholars and some of past literatures, examples of the approaches that relevant to tourism could be summarized as below. 
ECONOMIC
Tourism is one of the main revenue in most countries in the world. At this point, tourism receives a lots of profits compared to the other industries as it covers almost all sorts of sectors such as laws, businesses, authorization and welfare. Based upon our research, we could summarized an example of tourism products that involve government and non-government bodies in Malaysia. one another in order to make the industry success and to contribute to development of the local economy.
RELIGIOUS
Islam encourages human to go for travel and the Qur"an declares this in thirteen verses. All of these verses show that, the activity of travel and tour is beneficial activity. For instance, in Surah al-Angkabut 
. Resurrection after death). Verily, Allâh is Able to do all things."
Islam is not the only religion emphasizes on traveling. Other religions also look tour and travel as a good activity and gives values to the society. Therefore, religion is a part of Islamic tourism concept.
CULTURAL
The unique of Malaysia, which is difficult to look at other countries, is multicultural country. Malaysia is rich with a variety of types of foods. Man has to take food because food is a basic need of life. In this regard, Islamic tourism is dependent on the intention or objectives of the activity. It is a must for Muslims to have an intention of traveling for Allah SWT and to follow His rules and obligations. On the other hand, non-Muslims are not obligated to follow, but they may follow voluntarily the regulations.
As mentioned at the above, travel in Islam closely connected to three important elements, i.e., spiritual, physical and social. There are five objectives of Shariah (Maqasid al-Shariah -the purpose of Islamic law), i.e., look after self, mind, property, religion and hereditary. Actually, all of these objectives are included in the spiritual, physical and social aspects. For instance, the traveler who goes for travel may reflect on her or his spirit because of the motivation or self-reflection (muhasabah). This spiritual reflection is influenced by looking at the historical places or the experience which touch the feeling or spirit as human beings. Thus, the faith as a caliph and Muslim in this world will be enhanced indirectly.
have a healthy life. Actually, this physical effect can be felt by the travelers or can be seen physically. By looking at the green and beautiful creations, humans may feel calmness or happiness. In addition, as a good Muslim, being thankful to Allah SWT is encouraged.
Lastly, tourism in Islam reflects the social environment or strengthens the relationship among human without looking at the religion or race. However, there are also ethics in communication in Islam such as the limitation on gender relationship and always cautious about aurah. In the holy Qur"an, Allah encourages humans to know each other. Thus, most Prophets used to travel to preach Islam in the world. In addition, the Prophet companions and the classical jurists like Ibnu Batutah also travelled in their lives because they liked to study the society, culture and language.
In conclusion, we can see that, Islamic tourism is very easy to practice and it give benefits individually and socially if the rules provided by the Almighty are followed. As we know, the best rule provider is the Creator of the rules and the Creator of creation because He is the Most Knowledgeable and the Most Gracious. Hence, we suggest the concept and benefits of Islamic tourism as below. This Centre was established after the government realize the opportunity that Islamic tourism could be developed due to the fact that Muslims are now getting travelling all over the world. Among the tasks of the Centre was to study the strategy to promote Islamic tourism products both at local and international levels. Currently, Turkey has been chosen as the most preferred destination by tourist while Malaysia is the next (New Straits Times,
TOURISM IN MALAYSIA
2008).
According to the Ministry of Tourism, promoting Malaysia as a Halal hub, peaceful environment and multiracial are the factors that Malaysia is preferable country to be the best Muslims destination in the South East Asia. Malaysia has good Muslim friendly facilities such as comfortable prayer room, halal food, variety of cultures, heritage and beautiful environment. In addition, most hotels in Malaysia do provide Muslim-friendly facilities such as prayer direction (qiblah) and bathrooms designed with ablution (Wuduk) facility. The Ministry of Tourism
